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SAVE THE DATE 
Florida Thoracic Society Third Annual Conference 

Register Here: Florida Thoracic Society | An Official Chapter of the ATS 
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Florida’s Presence at the International ATS Conference 

 

Community Outreach: Breaking Barriers to the Medical World 

At the ATS 2026 International Conference, community wasn’t just something the ATS talked about — it was something 

built together with the people of Orlando. Through intentional outreach, grounded partnerships, and ongoing support 

for local organizations, the Society left a lasting impact on its host city and brought its goal of health equity to life. 

Partnering with the local Boys and Girls Club of Central Florida, this event provided community members an 

opportunity to connect with medical professionals, explore career pathways, and enhance health awareness — while 

strengthening the pipeline for future health care leaders. 

  
 

Florida and Its Critical Needs 

From Evidence to Engagement: Enhancing Vaccine Confidence in Adverse Social and Political Contexts 

A panel discussion chaired and moderated by Dr. Michael Schweitzer (University of Florida). Panelists included Dr. W. 

Dwight Miller (University of South Florida), Dr. Sama Al-bayati and Dr. Juan Salgado (University of Miami), and Dr. 

Brandon Chatani (AdventHealth). 

 
 

 

Key Take-Aways 

● Vaccine hesitancy is NOT a knowledge-deficit problem. 
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● Trust over data is key to improving vaccine uptake. 
● Communication is a clinical skill — not an innate trait. 
● Physicians discussing vaccines remains the most powerful intervention — become a vaccine champion. 

 

NTM Care Challenges in Florida: Gaps, Barriers, and Opportunities 

A panel discussion chaired and moderated by Dr. Anas Hadeh (Cleveland Clinic Florida). Panelists included Dr. Sigfredo 

Aldarondo (AdventHealth), Dr. Carla McWilliams (Cleveland Clinic Florida), and Virginia Donofrio, RN (Cleveland Clinic 

Florida). 

 

Key Take-Aways 

● Florida had the largest geographic concentration of cases identified between 2007–2016. 
● Pulmonary NTM in Florida is associated with large-scale natural disasters such as tropical storms and 

hurricanes. 
● Inadequate healthcare access in Florida is a barrier to care. 
● Estimates project a potential shortfall of nearly 18,000 physicians by 2035. 
● Initiation of treatment is recommended for patients who meet the diagnostic criteria for NTM pulmonary 

disease, rather than watchful waiting. 
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Advocacy Opportunities in Florida 

 

 

Join the FTS Advocacy Committee to draft, adopt, and support policy positions that reflect the unmet needs of our 

members and patients across the state of Florida. Advocacy topics being considered include: 

● Affordability and accessibility of controller and maintenance medications 

● Mandated stock of bronchodilators in Florida schools 

● Vaccine accessibility 

● Transition from gas-powered lawn equipment to electric alternatives — important for individual and community 

health 

CALL TO ACTION 
Interested in joining the FTS Advocacy Committee? Reach out to us: 

info@floridathoracic.org 

 

  

mailto:info@floridathoracic.org
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World Bronchiectasis Day — July 1st 

 

 

Bronchiectasis Resources 

For additional resources, visit the ATS Bronchiectasis Education Center, a new offering in ATS Ed+. Help educate your 

patients about exacerbation consequences and when to seek medical intervention for optimal management. 

 

Visit the Center: ATS Ed+ | atsbec.com 

https://www.atsbec.com/

